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INTRODUCTION.

On two portions of this collection I have already reported in this
Journal, Vol. LXVI, for 1897, Part I, pp. 213 ff., and in the Procesdings,
for April 1898, pp. 124 ff. 1In the following pages I propose to give an
account of the entire oollection ; and it will, therefore, be neoessary to
briefly include the substance of those two previous papers. For the
leisure, withont whioh I ahould not have been able to write it, I am
under great obligation to the Government of India who, with the con-
currence of the Government of Bengal, placed me on special duty for
the purpose of examining and reporting on the collection.

1 This is my Report to the Government of India, published, by permission of
that Government, a8 an Extra-Number of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal. [Part IL. of this Report will be issued subsequently,— T, B.]

Jonl
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To begin with, I may briefly explain the circumstances which led

to the formation of the collection. Tt was the

Origin of the discovery of the Bower and Weber Manuscripts
Collection. which first drew my attention to Eastern Tark-

estan as a promising field for epigraphical ex-

ploration. My hopes regarding the archsological possibilities of that
country were confirmed by what I heard about the success of the
Russians, whose Political Agents were said to actively collect manu-
scripts and other antiquities for St. Petersburg. Acocordingly on the
1st June, 1893, I wrote to Mr. (now Sir) Charles J. Lyall, who was then
the Home Secretary of the Government of India, suggesting that the
Government might send instructions to their Political Agents in differ-
ent parts of Central Asia, to make enquiries and to secure such speci-
mens as they may be able to obtain. My suggestion was heartily seconded
by Sir Charles Lyall, and at his instance, (in his demi-official letter,
dated the 14th June, 1893), the Foreign Secretary, Sir M. Durand, who
also fully approved of the proposal, caused the necessary instructions to
issue, on the 22nd August, 1893, to Lt.-Colonel D. W. R. Barr, Officiat-
ing Resident in Kashmir, and through him to the Political Officers in
Gilghit, Chitral, Kashghar and Leh. Similar instructions were issued
to the British Political Agents in Khorassan, and, I believe, in Meshed.
In response to these instractions a large number of Central Asian anti-
quities has already been secured, forming a very respectable British
Collection, to which additions are still being made. To me personally
it is source of much satisfaction to have thus been the means of initiat-
ing the movement. It is in acknowledgment of this initiative, that all
acquisitions are transmitted to me, under the orders of the Government
of India, for examination and report, and their ultimate place of deposit,
as recommended by me, is to be the British Museum in London. The
full determination of the antiquities, especially of the manuscript portion
of them, will require more time than I have at present at my disposal.
The present report, therefore, is only of a pre-

Scope of the liminary character, and must be limited toa
present Report. detailed classification and description of the
antiquities, illustrated by selected specimens

and accompanied with such observations and conclusions as are obvious-
ly suggested by them. Much of the epigraphical portion of the collec-
tion, however, is clearly of the highest interest, whether from the palso-
graphic and linguistic points of view, or as bearing upon the history of
culture in Central Asia, and well deserves more elaborate treatment and
more extended publication. For this purpose my approaching retire-
ment from India, I hope, will afford me the needful leisure, as well as
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the co-operation of fellow-labourers in the field of Central Asian research,
and such assistance as the British Government has always been prepared
to extend to endeavours for the advancement of knowledge.
Among the places above mentioned Kashghar and Leh, especially
the former, are those which are most favour-
Contributors to the ably situated for the object in view, the collec-
collection. tion of antiquities from Eastern Turkestan. It
is from the Officers stationed at these two
places that nearly all the objects which at present form the collection
have been obtained. Captain Stuart H. Godfrey, who was the British
Joint-Commissioner in Leh, in 1893, when the instructions of the
Foreign Department were issued, informs me (in & letter, dated the 26th
September, 1897), that he already before that date, om his own initia-
tive, commenced endeavouring to obtain Central Asian manuscripts.
His endeavours, though then unsuccessful, bore much fruit later on, after
he had left Leh, as may be seen from the following list of consignments.
Mr. George Macartney, who is stationed in Kashghar, as Special Assistant
for Chinese Affairs to the Resident in Kashmir, being in the most
favourable position, has also been the most successful in his contribu-
tions to the collection. To both these officers great credit is due for the
successful part they have taken in the formation of the collection. To
Sir Adelbert C. Talbot, K.C.L.LE., the British Resident in Kashmir, the
collection is under special obligation for the hearty support given to it
throughount, without which it would probably never have reached its
present dimensions.
The following is & list, in chronological
List of . .
order, of the contributions to the collection,
contributions. . . .
received by me from time to time :—

(1) From Mr. G. Macartney, a collection of small fragments of
manuscripts, found near Kuchar. It was received by me
early in April 1895 from the Foreign Office, with their
D. O. letter, dated the 28th March, 1895, and reported on
in the Proceedings, As. Soc. Beng., for May 1895, and
in the Journal, As. Soc. Beng., Vol. LXVI, for 1897,
Pp. 213-224,

(2) From Captain S. H, Godfrey (G. 1), a collection of frag-
ments of manuscripts, received by me towards the end of
November 1895, and called the “Godfrey Manuscripts.”
They are said to have been found near Kuchar. A preli-
minary report on them was submitted by me to the
Government of India on the }§th March, 1897, and a fuller
report (with facsimiles) was published by me in the Journal
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of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol, LXVI, Part I, No. 4,
for 1897 (pp. 225 ff.), advance-copies of which were
transmitted to the Government of India on the 23rd
August, 1897, and to the 11th International Congress of
Orientalists in Paris in October 1897.

(3) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 1), a collection of six sets of

manuscripts, received by me in December, 1896, from the
Foreign Office with their D. Q. letter, dated the 14th De-
cember, 1896, and called by me the *Macartney Manu-
seripte.” This collection was also dealt with by me,
together with the Godfrey collection (No. 2), in the two
Reports above referred to.

(4) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 2), a collection of miscellaneous

antiquities, found in the Takla Makan desert. This
collection, distributed in four sets, consisting of & skull,
a manuscript, pottery, bronze figures, coins, and sundry
other objects, was received by me in August 1897, with
a letter of the Revenue and Agricultural Department of
the Government of India, No. 22838-27-1, dated the 16th
August, 1897. A preliminary report on it was submitted
by me to the Government of India on the 15th September,
1897,

(5) From Captain S. H. Godfrey (G. 2) a manuscript book,

said to have been found in the Takla Makan, and received
by me early in October, 1897.

(6) From Captain 8. H. Godfrey (G. 3), a collection of mana-

script leaves, in three sets, found in the Takla Makan, and
received by me towards the end of October, 1897, with
a letter of the Revenue and Agricultural Department of
the Government of Indis, No. 3043-27-8, dated the 14th
October, 1897.

(7) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 3), a collection of miscellaneous

antiquities, procured from Khotan and the Takla Makan,
consisting of (a) thirteen books, (b) pottery, (c) coins,
(@) sundry objects. Seven books and the antiques were
purchased by Mr. Macartney in Khotan for Rs. 95; the
remaining six books were purchased by him from Badrud-
din. The total cost was Rs. 150. The collection was
received by me early in November, 1897, with a letter
No. 38169-27-7, from the Revenne and Agricultural
Department of the Government of India, dated the 26th
October, 1897.
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(8) From Captain S. H. Godfrey (G. 4), a collection of miscella-
neous antiquities, consisting of coins, seals and one lead
figure, obtained from & merchant Miyan Ghulam Rasil at
a cost of abont Rs, 30. It was received by me about the
12th November, 1897, and reported on to the Government
of India on the 20th of the same month.

(9) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 4), a collection of miscella-
neous antiquities, obtained from Khotan for Rs. 11-3, and
consisting of (a) books and detached inscribed leaves, and
(b) sundry other objects. This collection was received
by me towards the end of November 1897, and is referred
to in the letter, No. 3266~27-8, of the Revenue and
Agricultural Department of the Government of India,
dated the 3rd November 1897,

(10) From Sir Adelbert Talbot, K.C.L.LE. (T. 1), a small collec-
tion of twenty-four coins and twelve detached manuscript
leaves, and sundry other objects, obtained from Muhammad
Ghauz of Khotan, through the Wazir Wazarat of Leh,
and received by me on the 3rd December, 1897, and re-
ferred to in the letter, No. 3480-11-8, of the Revenue
and Agricultural Department of the Government of India,
dated the 3rd December, 1897.

(11) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 5), two books, from Khotan,
purchased for Rs. 40, and received by me.on the 27th
December, 1897, with a letter, No. 3734-11-23, from the
Revenue and Agricultural Department of the Government
of India, dated the 27th December, 1897.

(12) From Captain S. H. Godfrey (G. 5), a miscellaneous collec-
tion found in the Takla Makan, cousisting of (a) two
books and four detached leaves of manuscript, (b) three
mud figures, and (c) eleven coins. It was received by me
on the 9th January, 1898, and reported on to the Govern-
ment of India on the 11th of the same month.

(13) From Captain 8. H. Godfrey (G. 6), a collection of pottery
and three copper fignres, found in the Takla Makan, and
received by me on the 27th January, 1898.

(14) From Captain 8. H. Godfrey (G. 7), a miscellaneous collec-
tion of antiquities, found in the Takla Makan, and consist-
ing of (a) three books and six detached inscribed leaves,
(b) coins, (c) seals, (d) pottery, (¢) metal figures, and
(f) sundry other objects. This collection was received by
me on the 26th of February, 1897, with a letter, No.
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621-1-7, from the Revenue and Agricultural Dgpartment
of the Government of India, dated on the same day.

(15) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 6), a collection of miscellan-
eous antiquities, consisting of (a) six books, (b) coins,
(c) seals, (d) pottery, (¢) metal figures, (f) two stone
heads of Buddha, and (g) sundry other objects, Three of
the books were purchased from Badrauddin for Rs. 40,
the other four books and all antiques from the Rev.
Hogberg for Rs. 200: total cost Rs, 240. This collection
was received by me in Simla, on the 16th June, 1898,
with a letter, No. 1297-1.14, from the Revenue and
Agricultural Department of the Government of India

dated Tl 1898,

(16) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 7), a collection of nine books,
found at Aq Tala Tz, and purchased for Rs. 40. It was
received by me on the 19th June, 1898, with a letter,
No. 1645-1-21, from the Revenue and Agricultural Depart-
ment of the Government of India, dated the 17th June,
1898,

(17) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 8), a collection of eight books,
found at Kiang Tdz and purchased for Rs. 40. It was
received by me on the same day as the preceding con-
signment.

(18) From Captain S. H. Godfrey (G. 8), one book, purchased
for Rs. 45. It was received by me on the 16th July, 1898,
with a letter, No, 1884-1-29, of the Revenue and Agricul-
taral Department of the Government of India, of the
same date.

(19) From Captain S. H. Godfrey (G.9), one book, purchased
for Rs. 40. It was received by me on . the 8th -August,
1898, with a letter, No. 2097-1, of the Revenue and
Agricultural Department of the Government of India,
of the same date,

(20) From Mr. G. Macartney (M. 9), a collection of miscellan-
eous antiquities, from Khotan, purchased for Rs. 20, and
consisting of (a) two books, (b) eight sheets of mana-
scripts in Brahmi characters, (¢) three sheets of Chinese
manuscripts (two dated), (d) two painted figures in stucco
(one Buddha), (¢) a painted wooden board (Buddha),
(f) two terracotta figures; (g) one metal figure, (%) &
few coins, seals, and (¢) other miscellaneous objects. This
collection was received by me on the 11th October, 1898,
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with a letter, No, 2776.1.41, of the Revenue and Agricul-
tural Department of the Government of India, of the
same date. .

(21) From Captain 8. H. Godfrey (G. 10), a collection of miscel-
laneous antiquities, from the Takla Makan, sent, from
Leh, and consisting of (a) three blockprints, (b) a carved
wooden box, (¢) seven seals, (d) 54 coins, (¢) 56 terra-
cottas. This collection was received by me on the 29th
November, 1898, with his D. O. letter, dated the 19th
November, 1898. -

In the subsequent part of this report the contributions above
enumerated will be referred to by the bracketed indications “M, 1,
G. 1,” ete.

With regard to the contribution No. 12 (or G. 5), I should explain
that of the objects constituting the collection the two books, also two
leaves, one mud figure and three coins have been retained for the
British collection. These were replaced by objects of a similar charac-
ter taken from other portions of the British collection; and the whole,
thus reconstituted, Captain Godfrey was permitted by the Government
of India (see No. 159-1-4 of the Revenue and Agricultural Depart-
ment, dated the 19th January, 1898), to give to Mr. Dauvergne for
presentation to the “ French Archmological Society.” They are now,
as I learn from a letter received by me from M. A. Barth, in the hands
of M. E, Senart in Paris.

In addition to the antiquities, above enumerated, I may here mention

one which I have also seen and examined, but
Gold coin from  which does not belong to the British collection,
Khotan. but is the private property of Captain Godfrey.
It is a gold coin regarding the acquisition of
which Captain Godfrey, in private letters, dated the 30th October and
25th November, 1897, informs me as follows: “I had heard that gold
coins were occasionally found by native treasure-seekers in the Takla
Makan. As such coins are not liable to oxidisation, it was fairly
certain that any obtainable might be of considerable numismatic, if not
historical, interest. I accordingly requested Munshi Ahmad Din and
other native gentlemen to make enquiries as to whether a specimen
could be procured, Dr, Chiraghu-d-din, formerly Hospital Assistant at
Kashghar, very kindly obtained one for me from a Muhammadan priest
in Khotan who had himself purchased it, together with certain seals,
from a treasure-seeker there. The coin was, it is stated, exhumed
from the soil in the desert together with those seals. For the latter
a very high price was asked, for which reason the doctor did not buy
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them.* Little over the intrinsic value of the gold was, however, asked
for the coin itself. The latter fact seemed to lend added interest to the
scientific character of the find, since it was clear that if the coin had
been a spurious one, manufactured for sale as an antiquity, a much
higher price would have been demanded.” According to Munshi
Ahmad Din, “ two other gold coins, seemingly of a similar description,
were presented by the Russian Consul-General at Kashghar to H. I. M.
the Tsar.”” Captain Godfrey’s gold coin is shown on Plate I, fig. 1.
Being but imperfectly supplied with reference-books, I have not
been able to fully identify it; but it appears to be a Byzantine coin,
perhaps of the Emperor Constantinus V, Copronymous, who died in
795 A.D.
With the exception of the antiquities, composing the contribution
G. 4, all the others were procured from
Localities and Eastern (or Chinese) Turkestan. The antiqui-
Circumstances of the ties G. 4 (coins and seals) come from Samar-
Finds. kand, Tashkand, and other places of Western
Turkestan. The rest of the antiquities come
from the neighbourhood of two places, Kuchar and Khotan, in
Eastern Turkestan. Their find-spots are shown in red on the accompany-
ing Map. The town of Kuchar lies to the North, and Khotan to the
South of the Great Sandy Desert, which occupies nearly the whole of
the space intervening between the Tian Shan Mountains in the North
and Kuen Luen Range in the South. The southern portion of this
great desert which lies immediately North of Khotan, bears the name
of Takla Makan, and most of the find-places are situated within the
limits of this portion of the sandy desert. In fact, there are only two
places near Kuchar, from which, any antiquities in the British collec-
tion have been procured. These are a mound and a ‘“tower” (.., a stiipa),
situated 1 mile and 16 miles respectively to the west of that town. In
the stijpa the Bower and Weber Manuscripts were found. In the same
place were also found some of the Macartney Manuscripts (viz.,, M. 1,
Set I a and b). The fragments, composing the Godfrey Manuscripts
(G. 1), as well as some fragments, included in M. 3 and T. 1, are also said
to have been found near Kuchar, but the exact place of their discovery
is not ‘known. As all these fragments are strikingly alike with respect
to paper, writing and general appearance, it is probable that they were
all found at the same time and in the same place. On this point the
only information available is that given by Captain Godfrey (ina private
letter to myself ; see my Report in the Journal of the Asiatic Society

% Possibly the seals here mentioned are identical with the pieces of yeltow
orystal referred to in Mr. Macartney’s Note quoted below (p. xxxii).
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of Bengal, Vol. LXVI, pp. 225, 226), that he received his fragments
(G. 1) in the autumn (September) of 1895, and that he was told that
they were dug up ‘ near some old buried city in the vicinity of Kuchar.”
This last statement would seem to show that they were not found on
or near the old “tower” of the Bower Manuscript ; for the latter locality
was not the site of a sand-buried city. The fragmentary state of the
manuscripts (specimens are shown on Plates ii-viii of my Report,
above referred to) tends to prove that they were really the proceeds of
indiscriminate digging on some ancient site, which was probably being
explored with the hope of finding treasure. A good number of such
fragments must have been carried off at that time by the diggers; for
only a portion of them were given to Captain Godfrey in September,
1895. He received them through certain Afghan merchants trading
to Yarkand. Another (very small) portion was included (so far as I
can now recollect) in the consignment M. 3, the items of which were
purchased by Mr. Macartney * from some treasure-seekers” in Khotan
when he visited that town in the spring of 1897. A third (also small)
portion is included in the consignment T. 1, the items of which were
purchased in October, 1897, by Sir Adelbert Talbot from a certain
Muhammad Ghaus of Khotan throngh the Wazir Wazarat of Leh,
The manner in which the treasure-seekers treated their find clearly
illustrates their policy, of which more examples will be found further
on. It is to divide their spoils into small portions which they dispose
of to different purchasers at different times. On the whole I am rather
disposed to believe that all these fragments (G. 1, M. 3 and T.1)
really come from the neighbourhood of Khotan, and were dug out
(probably in the summer of 1895) from some sand-buried place in the
Takla Makan. I suspect that in the statement made to Captain
Godfrey about the ‘“old buried city in the vicinity of Kuchar,” there
is some mistake, and that Khotan is really meant instead of Kuchar.
There is, however, a third collection, also of fragments, which was
really found near the latter town. They are the first consignment on.
my list, above given, and were dug out (apparently in September or
October 1894) from a large mound, a little more than one mile west of
Kuchar, by the orders of the Chinese Amban of that place. See my
Report on these Fragments, printed in the Journal of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal, Vol. LXVTI, pp. 213, 214. According to the Amban’s account,
that mound had already been dug into *several years” previously, and
on that occasion “some ” manuscripts had been found of which no
farther information could be obtained. It is quite possible that some of
the G. 1, M. 3 and T. 1 fragments, which in point of paper and script
resemble the Weber MSS., may have come out of that find.
J. 1 2
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The Macartney MSS., as already stated, were dug out, together with
Discovery of the the Bower and Weber MSS., from an ancient
Macartney MSS. Buddhist stiipa situated sixteen miles west of

Kuchar, on some barren rocky hills, close to
the left bank of the river Shahyar. These manuscripts have had a
curious history of which I may give a brief account. It is mainly
- based on a Note by Munshi Ahmad Din, kindly procared for me by
Captain S. H. Godfrey. In a few particulars it corrects the accounts
previously published by me in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal, Vol. LXVI, pp. 238-240, and in the Proceedings for 1898,
pp- 63, 64. It appears that some time in 1889 some people of Kuchar
undertook to make an excavation in the stiipa in question. Their object
in digging into the stiipa was to find treasure, as it was well knéwn that
in the time of Yaqib Beg much gold had been discovered in such ancient
buildings. Whether or not they found any * treasure,” is not known,
but what they did find was a large number of manuscripts and detached
papers together with the bodies of a cow and two foxes standing. The
hole which they made into the stipa was excavated straight in; level
with the ground, and the manuscripts, accordingly, would seem to have
been found, in the centre of the stiipa on the ground level, exactly in
the spot, where the original deposit of relics is usually met with in such
monuments. The manuscript books and papers were taken to the house
of the chief Qazi of the town, where a couple of days afterwards they
were seen by Haji Ghuldm Qadir, heaped up in a corner, there being
‘““a big sabad, or ‘basket,’ full of them. On enquiry having been told
the whole story by the Qazi, he hrought away a few of them, and later
on, early in 1890, he gave one of them, now known as the Bower
Manuscript, to Major (then Lieut.) Bower.® The others he sent to
his younger brother Dildar Khan in Yarkand. These the latter took
with him to Leh in 1891. Here he gave one portion of it to Munshi
Abhmad Din, who in his turn presented his acquisition to Mr. Weber,
a Moravian Missionary. The latter transmitted it to me in Calcutta,
where, under the name of the Weber Manuscripts, specimens of it
were published by me in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal
(Volume LXII, for 1893). The remaining portion, Dildar Khan took
with him to India, where he left it with n friend of his at Aligarh, a
certain Faiz Muhammad Kban. On a subsequent visit to India in
1895, he re-took it from his friend, brought it back to Turkestan, and

8 Major Bower calls him a “Turki” merchant; but he is only sach by reason
of having married a Tarki woman, and having been settled in Kuchar for nearly

80 years, Originally he is an Afghan from Ghuzni, and elder brother of Dildir
Khin, i



1899.] Introduction. xi

presented it to Mr. Macartney. The latter forwarded it in 1896 to the
Foreign Office in Simla, whence it was transmitted to me, in Calcutts.
1t was named by me the Macartney MSS. and specimens of it were
published by me in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal
(Volume LXVI, for 1897). What became of the rest of the
manuscripts in the Qazi’s house is mnot exactly kuown. It is
probable that Andijani merchants in Kuchar, who are Russian
subjects, must have got hold of some of them and transmitted them
to Mr. Petrovsky, the Russian Consul-General in Kashghar. The latter
forwarded them to St. Petersburg, where specimens of them were
published in 1892 by Dr. S. von Oldenburg in the Journal of the
Imperial Russian Archmological Society, Vol. VIIL. As late as 1894,
“ ten manuscripts” were reported by Dildar Kban, on the information
of his brother in Kuchar, to be in the possession of a certain Yisuf
Bog. TUnfortunately the negotiations, set on foot by Mr. Marcartney for
the purchase of these manuscripts, fell through, owing to the Beg’s
denial of possession, from fear of the Chinese authorities.* It is believed
that subsequently Mr. Petrovsky succeeded in purchasing them. If
this is correct, they should now be in St. Petersburg. The exact details
of the find are so curious that it may be best to quote Dildar Khan's
account, kindly procured for me by Mr. Macartney in January 1898. 1
translate from the original Urdd: “I heard from my brother Ghulam
Qadir Khan that there was a dome-like tower near Kuchar at the
foot of &« mountain. Some people said that there was a treasure in it;
it must be searched out. Accordingly some people making a hole
in the tower, began to excavate it, when they found inside a spacious
room (ghar khanaddr), and in it a cow and two foxes standing. On
touching them with the hand, the cow and foxes fell to the ground as if
they were dust. In that place those two books were found packed in
wooden boards. Also there is in that place a wall made as if of stone
(diwar sang-ke mudfig), and upon it something is written in characters
not known. It is said that a few years ago an English gentleman
( that is, Major Bower) went there, and having visited the place came
away. Nothing more is known.,” With regard to the cow and the
foxes mentioned in the above-account Mr. Macartney remarks in his
covering letter: “ As far as I can make out, they must have been
found in the tower in a mummified condition. The art of stuffing
animals would not appear to have been unknown in ancient times,
M. Petrovski, the Russian Consul in Kashghar, informs me of having,

¢ This appears to be the incident, referred to in the Chinese Amban’s letter,
published by me in the Journal, Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. LXVII (for 1897),
« 218. The owner of the M88. is there called Timir Beg.
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some years ago, received from Kuchar a fish contained in a box, found
buried in the ground.” Dildar Khan's remark about the inscribed
stone-wall (a stone slab let into the wall?) is curious. It is, as
I learn from Munshi Ahmad Din, based on a statement by Qadir
Hakim Beg of Kuchar, who, passing throungh Yarkand in 1895 on a
pilgrimage to Mecca, was questioned on the subject of the discovery of
the manuscripts. He was requested at the time by Mr. Macartney to
procure a copy of the inscription; but owing to his death in Mecca,
nothing more was heard of the slab. The truth of the report is
well worth further enquiry: if true, the inscription might prove to
be a most valuable record. At the same time, considering that the
“room” must have been in almost complete darkness and that the
explorers probably had no means of lighting it, it is not quite easy
to understand, how, with the exception of the manuscripts which they
brought away with them, they could identify the exact nature of what
they found inside. I may note, however, that also in the stiipas of
Afghanistan occasionally similar curious deposits have been found. Thus
Masson relates (in the Ariana Antiqua, p. 110) that in “Tope No. 11
of Hidda” there were found in “an interior cupola” “some human
bones and two or three animal teeth,” which were afterwards identified
as those *‘ of the ass, the goat and a species of deer.” Algo with reference
to the ‘spacious room” I may note that similar large chambers, in the
form of “cupolas” or cubical ‘apartments’ have been found in
many of the *“Topes and Tumuli” of Afghanistan. Thus, in “ Tope
No. 2 of Kotpur there was discovered a large cupola with a diameter
of 12 feet.”s In Buner, Dr. Stein found in the Takhtaband stipa a
cubical chamber, of 7 feet dimensions, which was lined with large and
carefully cut slabs.”” This may illustrate the presence of an inscribed
slab in the Kuchar stiipa.

Most of the antiquities, including all the pottery, coins and other
miscellaneous objects, as well as many manu-
scripts and all block-print books, have come
from Khotan, from various sand-buried sites
in the Takla Makan desert. Fifteen of these sites, situated at various
distances, from 5 to 150 miles distant from Khotan, are now known,
though, only two of them, Borazan and Aq Safil, have been verified by
European vigitors. For the remainder we have ouly the information
given by native treasure-seekers, principal among whom appears to be
a certain Islam Akhin of Khotan. These fifteen sites are :—

(1) BoraziN (wliys?). This place was visited by Messrs, Hogberg
and Bicklund, Swedish Missionaries in Kashghar, in 1897. It was

Ancient sites near
Khotan.

5 See Ariana Antiqua, pp. 65, 69 et passim. -
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also ‘visited by Mr. Macartney in the spring of the same year. In his
demi-official letter, No. 121, dated 2lst July, 1897, he states that It
is a largely populated village about 5 miles west of the Khotan Chinese
city. Some gold ornaments, beads, precious stones (diamonds and
hakik) and terracotta images have been discovered there.” Ina private
letter, dated the 20th October, 1897, Mr. Macartney informs me that
when he visited Borazan, he “found a number of villagers engaged
in digging into the side of a loess cliff, the lower portion of which
visibly contained a large quantity of broken pottery, bones and decom-
posed vegetable matter. The stratum in which the excavations were
being made was about 12 feet below the level of the present village.
The layer which lies immediately above this formation, and on which
stands the village, is also of loess; but it is noteworthy that this
upper layer shows no streaks or stratification, a fact which points to
the conclusion that the deposit was formed during one single flood.
Geologically speaking, therefore, there appears nothing furnishing an
indication of the time during which the dlower stratum had been covered.
I enquired of the villagers whether there was any tradition about
Borazan having once been destroyed by flood ; but no information could
be elicited on this point. They knew nothing about it.” Mr. Bécklund,
however, informs me, in a letter, dated the 10th October, 1898, that
‘“ Borazan is said to bave been a large town with forty gates, which
was conquered by a Rustam who burnt it and led a rivulet into the
place, These things are said to have taken place before the Moslim
time,” He adds that “ the town in the place seen by me is now buried
under the mud up to 25-30 feet, as it seemed to me. It is a find-
place for clay images. We also found there a bone, measuring 16-75"
in circumference. Whether it be a bone from a yak or an elephant, we
could not judge.” Most of the pottery, cdins and other miscellaneous
objects, comprised in M. 2 and M. 3, are believed by Mr. Macartney to
come from Borazan, while the similar objects, comprised in M. 6, are
stated by Mr. Hogberg, from whom they were acquired, to have been
dug out in that place. It appears to me most probable that Borazin
marks the ancient site of the town of Khotan. At the present day
Khotan lies close to the left bank of the Yarung Qash (or ¢ white
jade’) river, and apparently about 8 or 10 miles to the east of the Qara
Qash (or ‘black jade’) river. In olden times, however, it seems to
have occupied a site nearly midway between those two rivers. Accord-
ing to the Geography of the Ming dynasty (from 1368 A.D.) the Yurung
Qash flowed 30 Iz, or 6 miles East of Khotan, and the Qara Qash, 27 I;
or 5% miles West of that town.® According to other Chinese estimates

6 See Abel Remusat’s Histoire de la Ville de Khotan, p. 112 ; also p, 19.



xiv Dr. Hoernle— Antiquities from Oentral Asia. [Extra No. 1,

the distance from the Y#rung Qash to Khotan was only 20 is or 4 miles.”
Anyhow, in those days Khotan appears to have stood on a site lying
about 4-6 miles West of its present one, and therefore coincident with
the site of Borazin, which is said to be “abount 5 miles west of Khotan.”

(2) AqQ SapiL or AqQ Barir (Ui (31 “white battlements”), an
uninhabited place in the desert, was visited by Messrs. Hogberg and
Biicklund in the summer of 1897. It lies about 20 miles north-east
of Khotan. From this place was procured in the summer of
1896 a number of coins and miscellaneons objects of metal and
glass, comprised in M. 2, Set II, as well as the manuscripts, com-
prising M. 1, Set II, A description of these manuscripts, together
with facsimile specimens, has been published by me in the
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. LXVI, pp. 237 and 251,
252. The coins include some of the curious ancient bilingnal (Chinese
and Kharosthi) ones, which are referred to by me in my Presidential
Address in the Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, for 1898,
p. 69. As these are referable to the 1st and 2nd centuries A.D. (see below
pp- 10-15), they indicate Aq Sapil to be a very ancient site. Turki and
Chinese coins of the early middle ages were also found here. Among the
miscellaneous objects are several old metal seals, & small metal figure of
Buddha in meditation, and broken pieces of glass. The following notes,
made by Mr. Macartney from Mr. Hogberg’s account of his visit, are of
much interest: ‘‘ Aq Sapil is a town or rather the remains of a town in
the Takla Makan desert. It is one day’s journey north-east of Khotan,
to be reached through the oasis of Hangni.8 Before coming to Hangni
village, the remains of an old city may be seen. On leaving Hangni, the
traveller is at once in the midst of sand dunes which rige from 10 to 30
feet high. Between Hangni and Aq Sapil, the sites of two other ancient
cities may be seen, evidenced by the fragments of pottery and bones on
the ground. At this portion of the route, Mr. Hogberg picked up a few
old seals and coins. As Aq Sapil itself is reached, the remains of an
irrigation canal are noticeable, which canal must have once carried water
to the city and the surrounding country. It is from 8 to 10 feet broad
and, in places not choked up by sand, rather deep. At Aq Sapil the

T See ibidem, pp. 21, 30.

8 The real approximate distance (about 20 miles) may be judged from the
following account of his tour by Mr. Bicklund. * Mr. Hégberg and I started from
Hangni at 5 o’clock in the morning, and arrived at Aq Sapil at 10 or 11 o'clock, having
marched slowly partly becanse we crossed places covered with pottery, and partly
because of the soft high sand dunes. At Aq Sapil we wandered about for a while,
took some food, and returned to Hangni. Having taken some rest there, we started
for Khotan, where we arrived a little before midnight, the same day, having then

had rather a strong march.”
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remains of the city wall are still extant. The wall is from 10 to 12
feet high, and is made of square unburnt bricks (20X 20 x 4 inches).
On most of these bricks one of the following marks is to be
found, T-y-y-4.% Other bricks, again, have on them the prints of
the human foot. The section of the wall is shown in Woodcut No. 1.
. Only about 25 feet of the wall can now

be seen. About the middle of it there

is an opening which must have been once

occupied by a gate. The ground out-

gide the wall is trough-shaped, and shows

that Aq Sapil was once surrounded by a

ditch. Near the gate and on the further

side of the ditch, the remains of two towers
(stiipas ?) are visible. They are filled with sand inside, and made of
earth on the outer side. Regarding the interior of the city the remark-
able thing is that although no houses are left, yet the thoroughfares and
the places where the houses had once been can be easily distingnished
on whatever spot has not been overwhelmed by the sand.’® The ground
occupied by the streets is particularly hard owing to its having formerly
been constantly trodden upon, and the same ohservation applies to
the interior of the lhouses, but the comparatively soft soil on which
the house walls stood has been scooped out and forms a hollow. This
curious fact may possibly be attributed to the action of sandstorms
which have had less corroding effect on the trodden ground than on
the once wall-protected soil. The whole of the interior of the city,
where it is not covered with sand, is overstrewn with fragments of
pottery. The ground at one spot has the form of a couple of reversed
amphitheatres, there being two elevated circular stands, slightly
hollowed out like ponds, surrounded by terraces descending in widening
circles. This is illustrated by Woodcut No. 2. Treasure-seekers would
appear to have worked a great
deal amongst the debris of Aq
Sapil as evidenced by the heaps
of sifted earth, which may be
seen here and there.” The
exact spot where the mannu-
scripts M. 1, Set IT were found
by Islam Akhfin is not known.
It is only stated that ‘ the MSS.

9 These letters might be Khardsthi, and might mean da-ds-dé-sa.
0 By way of illastration I may quote Dr. Bellew’s description of the sand-
buried “ city of Nucta Rashid” about 36 miles south-east of Yangi Hisir: “It
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were found wrapped up in a piece of woollen cloth and buried in about
3 feet of earth.” To judge, however, from the circumstances in which
manuscripts were found at Kok Gumbaz and at Qara Yantaq, it is not
impossible that the manuscripts M. 1, Set II, were actually dug out
from the hollow of one of the two mounds described by Mr. Hogberg.

(8) Aq Tari Toz. The position of these
(4) Qari QO Mazir (Kndianm). five places may be approxi-
(5) Qari Tigm AgHAzl mately determined from the
(6) QARX YANTAQ. following itinerary of Islam
(7) Kok Gompaz Akhiin, which he gave to Mr.

Macartney. He stated that on one of his search-expeditions he started
from Guma which lies about 100 miles W. N. W. of Khotan. Leaving
that town, “with two other men, about the beginning of January
(apparently 1898) and travelling in a generally easterly dirvection, he
came to Qarda Qol (Jy3 8,9 lit. ¢ black lake’) where there is a salt water
lake covered with reeds. Qara Q61 is reached from Guma in one march
(say 12 miles), the intervening ground being through cultivation.
Qara Qol itself is not inhabited. @A Mazar (or ‘shrine’) may
however, be seen there. From Qara Qol, Islam Akhin went for
about 20 miles in a south-easterly direction through the sands to
Qara Tagh Aghazi (sl g0 %3 or ‘ master of the black mountain’),
a village surrounded by sand and- having about 45 houses. Water
had to be carried on a donkey from Qara Tagh Aghazi. After
three days’ march (say 2t miles) in the desert, in a generally
easterly direction, Kok Gumbaz was reached. After another march
of ahout 8 miles going in the same direction, and over sandy
ground covered with withered reeds, Islam Akhiin arrived at Qara
Yantaq, where the remains of an ancient town were seen. The walls
were no longer visible, but the place where they once stood was still
distinguishable. These traces extended in all directions for a long way,
and evidently Qara Yantaq had once been the site of a large town.
The remains of an old canal of about two yards wide were also noticed.
There is a tradition that Qarad Yauntaq was inhabited by Hindis (the
name by which Buddhists are generally called in Chinese Turkestan),
and that they were converted to Muhammadanism by one Mirza Aba
Bakri. A Tazkira of this person is in the hands of an Ima&m named
Sadiq Akh@in, now living at Qard Tagh Aghazi. From Qara Yantaq,
1slam Akhiin went about 60 miles east over sand dunes, and came to

presents nothing to view but the outlines of the foundations of rampart walls and
bastions, now mostly buried by the drifting sand. Here and there, where the sands
have been swept away by the winds, the surface is strewed with fragments of
pottery and glass.” (Report of a Mission to Yarkand in 1873, p. 129).
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Aq Tala. Tuz, where a number of books were found. At Aq
Tala Tiaz (33 &5 (I or ‘white salt-hill’) the remains of mud
walls were extensively seen, whilst the ground was found to be
strewn with pieces of old iron, fragments of pottery, and hits
of wood. There was only one house which had the roof on, and
that was half buried in the sand which was heaped amp against it at
one corner. As the door was not visible, a hole was made on one
of the exposed sides. This done, Takhtash, one of Islam Akhin's
companions, crept in, and found himself in a small room of about
three yards square. This room was considerably filled with sand, so
much so that it was impossible for a person to stand up in it without
his head touching the ceiling. Takhtash found the books while digging
in the sand. There were many other books, but these were in sach
a dilapidated condition that they crambled to pieces on being handled.
Islam Akhin was too frightened to inspect the interior of the house
himself. At Aq Tala Tuz water was found by digging about & yard
into the ground.” This account, of course, must be taken guantum
valeat ; but there is nothing intrinsically improbable in the local de-
scriptions, and the distances fairly agree with those given of the same
places at other times. Whether the discoveries of books said to have
been made in Aq Tala Tuz, were really made, is a quite different
question. The description of this place and of Qara Yantaq fairly
agrees with that given by Mr. Hiégberg of Aq Sapil. The distance
between Guma and Kok Gumbaz, by this itinerary which was related
to Mr. Macartney in February, 1898, should be about 5 or 6 marches.
The same distance was mentioned to Mr. Macartney in October, 1896,
in connection with the find of M.1, Set V, when K6k Gumbaz was
“gaid to be 5 days’ march east of Guma.” (See my Report in the
Journal, Asiatic Society Bengal, Vol. LXVI, p. 238.) At that time, M. 1,
Set 1V, is stated to have been found in Qara Q51 Mazar Khéjam, which
is said to be sitnated *in the desert at 50 miles east of Guma’ (see
thidam, p. 238). There can hardly be a doubt that this place is identi-
cal with the Qara Qol of the itinerary, where a Mazar is stated to exist.
There, however, it is, said to be only one day’s march from Guma.
I am disposed to believe that the earlier report contains a mistake ;
for 50 miles probably 5 miles should be read, which would be about
one day’s march.ll The distance, by the itinerary, between Guma and
Aq Tala Tdz is about 119 miles. Natives of Turkestan, as Mr. Bicklund

11 Oan this be identical with the “ancient city’’ which Dr. Sven Hedin
visited from the village of Muji, at a distance of about 2§ miles north-east of the
caravanserai (see p. 738 in his book Through Asia) ? The ruins there are said to
have * consisted principally of a namber of tombs” (maadr).

J. .3
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informs me, are very untrustworthy in their estimates of distances.
Allowing a discount of 25 per cent. for this uncertainty, and also for
windings of the march, the distance measured on the map may be
taken to be about 90 miles. This places Aq Tala Tz not far to the
west of the Qarad Qash river, at a distance of about 30 or 40 miles
northwards of Khotan city. In favour of this determination it may
be noted that the itinerary does not mention the passage of either the
Qara Qash or the Yiirang Qash rivers. As Islam Akhhun's expedition
took place in January, both rivers would have been, at that season, in
a very low state: still the total omission of the mention of the passage
of either river, if it did take place, would be very strange. The pro-
bability, therefore, is that Aq Tala Tiz as well as all the other place
mentioned in the itinerary are situated in that part of the Takla Makan
desert, which lies to the west of the Qara Qash river, and at a distance
from 10 to 20 miles north of the caravan route from Guma to Khotan.
At Aq Tala Ttz those nine block-prints are said to have been found
which are comprised in M. 7. Of their discovery an exceptionally
circumstantial account is given, which must be taken for what it may
be worth. As a rule, the only information obtainable about the block-
prints was that they were found near Khotan. The finders or the
Khotanese merchants from whom they were obtained either could or
would give no further information.

At Qara Qo1 Mazar (&alyd yiyo Jy3 853 or ‘black lake shrine of
my lord’), where there is said to be “an immense grave-yard in
ruins, about 10 miles long ” was found by Islam Akhun, in August,
1895, the manuscript M. 1, Set. IV, described and figured by me in
my Report in the Journal, As. Soc. Beng., Vol. LXVI, pp. 238
and 253, Plates xviii and xix. It was found simply lying on the sand,
probably uncovered by the action of the wind which had blown away the
sauperincambent sand. When found, it is said to have been “ bound
between two little wooden boards” in the Indian fashion. These, having
been broken on Islam Akhin’s journey to Kashghar, where he sold the
manuscript to Munshi Ahmad Din for Mr. Macartney, were apparently
thrown away by him. Thisis a pity, as in the present state of our
knowledge of these Central Asian manuscripts every means of informa-
tion is valuable.

At K6k Gumbaz (S SsS or ‘blue dome’) were found by the
same I[slam Akhiin, in October, 1895, the two manuscripts M. 1,
Set. V and M. 1, Set. VI, also described and figured in the same
Report, pp. 238 and 253, 254, Plate xx. The latter manuscript is said-
to have been simply “ picked up from the ground” similarly to that
(M. 1, Set. IV) found at Qara Qbl Mazar; but the other manuseript
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(M. 1, Set, V.) was found, enclosed in the remnants of “an iron box,”
in & hole situated apparently on the top of a circular platform.
According to Islam Akhiin’s account, he *saw a circular wall of baked
bricks three feet high, and at about 15 paces from it, there was another
wall, in which a hole plastered over with mud was discovered: in
removing this mud, the manuscript was found, contained in the
remnant of what once was an iron box.” This description reminds one
of the similar erections described by Mr. Hogberg as having been seen
by him in Aq Sapil. To judge from the latter description, which
is much more circumstantial, it wonld seem that what Islam Akhin
saw were two circalar platforms about 3 feet high, the upper sarfaces
of which were hollowed out to hold relics.
At K6k Gumbaz were further found the manuscripts G. 3, Set III.
and the objects comprised in M. 2, Set IV. Captain Godfrey, in a
demi-official letter, No. 5208, dated the 15th September, 1897, and
addressed to Sir Adelbert Talbot, Resident in Kashmir, gives the follow-
- ing account of the discovery of the manuscripts. They were ‘ enclosed
in what seem to be the rotten remnants of a cloth or cotton covering.
This I have not attempted to open, since the whole should possibly be
carefully steamed in order to provent the brittle contents breaking up.
This work would be best performed by trained hands. One point of
interest in connection with it is the alleged fact that it was found along
with another manuscript said to have been purchased by Mr. Macartney
and transmitted to the Royal Geographical Society in Loudon. They
were both brought to Kashghar by a treasure-seeker (apparently Islam
Akhiin), from whom the majority of the manuscripts have been pur-
chased by Mr. Macartney and Munshi Ahmad Din. Both—the manus-
cript above alluded to and that now sent—were wrapped in different
bags, and were stuck fast one upon another to a human skull. The
site of the discovery was a place called Kok Gumbaz, five days’ march
from Khotan.!® This place is seemingly an old graveyard. A small
mound of earth was seen there in the middle of the surrounding sand.
The treasure-seeker examined this. The dust crumbled away at the
.touch, and two feet underneath the surface he found the manuscripts
and the skull referred to.” On receipt of the bag, it was opened by
me, and was found to contain two folded sheets, each inscribed on one
side. The manuscript, mentioned by Captain Godfrey as having been
transmitted to the Royal Geeographical Society, is now deposited in the
British Museum, as will be seen from the following extract from a

18 In other accounts it is said to be five days’ march east of Guma. Both may
be ocorreot, for it will be seen from the map, that K3k Gumbas lies roughly midway
between Guma and Khotan, east of the former and north-west of the latter town.
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private letter to myself of Mr. Cecil Bendall, dated London, the 1st
October, 1897 : ““1 think it may interest you to know that Mr. Macartney
sent us here two collections of fragments similar to some of those des-
cribed by you at pp. 38 ff. (of Extra-copies, corresponding to pp. 250 ff.
of my Report in the Journal, As. Soc. Beng., Vol. LXVI). We have (1)
& “book,” very similar to that described by you and figured in your
Plate xx. The peg is wood, not metal, but it comes through in about
the same part of the leaves, which are very dirty brown paper like
yours. The “book” has blank leaves at both ends. The writing is
mostly that figured in your Plate xv; but several leaves (apparently
occurring at random) are writing in the script of your Plate xvii with
those odd * ligatures’, some of which, I think, must be of Syriac (Nes-
torian) origin. (2) A few leaves, showing rulings in double lines and
folded over. The writing here is certainly of Mongol origin.” A com-
parison of these different accounts suggests that the “mound”, in which
the skull with its pillow of manuscripts was discovered, is an
erection similar to those described by Mr. Hogberg and Islam Akhin.
The exact time when the discovery was made is no where stated. But
it is probable that it was made in October, 1896. For with regard to
the objects comprising M. 2, Set. 1V, Mr. Macartney states that * these
images and Chinese coins were found by Islam Alkhiin in October, 1896
along with manuscripts.” Moreover from Kok Gumbaz, Islam Akhiin ap-
pears to have gone on to Qara Yantaq where, in the November following,
he dug out the skull with its MSS. pillow which I shall next describe.
At Qara Yantaq (L 8,9 or ‘ black thorn’) was found, by Islam
Akhiin in November, 1896, the skull with its MSS,-pillow just referred
to. In the same place were found two small horsemen of bronze, some
old coins and a large quantity of broken metal. The whole constitutes
M.2, Set I. The story of the discovery, from information given by the
discoverer, is thus related by Mr. Macartney in his D. O. letter, No. 58,
dated Kashghar, the 31st March, 1897 and addressed to the Resident in
Kashmir. “The skull with the manuscript adhering to it was found
by him in November, 1896, at Qara Yantaq, situated in the desert at
about five days’ journey east of Guma. The soil of Qara Yantaq is
described to be of loess. Here and there are to be seen, along what
must have been once the bed of a river,!8 some rushes still rooted in the
ground, but withered and blackened by want of moisture and by exposure.
At Qarda Yantaq, there is one solitary mound, circular in shape, and about
5 feet in diameter and 2 feet in height. The skull with the manuscript
adhering to it was discovered on this elevation, and was partially buried.

18 This, as may be seen from the Map, should be the dry bed of the river which
flows past Pialma, on the caravan route from Yarkand to Khotan.
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The two images of horsemen weré dug up from the interior of the mound.
The other objects were picked up from the surrounding country.” The
whole of the find was transmitted to me by Mr. Macartney, especially
the skull resting on its bag, exactly as it had been found. On opening
the bag, it was found to contain a manuscript book, similar to those
found at Kok Gumbaz and Qara Q6! Magzar, but with its leaves cut in
a very peculiar shape. The skull, on examination by Dr. Alcock,
Superintendent of the Indian Museum in Calcutta, was found to be
of the Mongolian type. The mound in which it and the horsemen were
found is no doubt similar to those existing in K6k Gumbasz, Aq Sapil
and other places. The combination of the objeots found in it would
gseem to indicate it to be the sepulchral monument of an ancient
chieftain. This and the finding of old coins indicates Qara Yautaq to
have been a very ancient settlement.

(8) Yiso QUM (s 4 or ‘load-ponies’ sands’)! is said to be
situated 50 or 60 miles north-east of Khotan, and is the place
where the manuscripts of M. 1, Set III, are said to have been found.
These have been described and figured by me in the Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. LXVI, pp. 238 and 253, Plate xvii.
The exact time of their discovery is not known, but they were
purchased from Islam Akhin, the finder, in July 1896. Probably
they were found in the autumn or winter of 1895, about the time when
the finds at Qarda Qol Mazar and Kok Gumbaz were made. Islim
Akhiin stated that *“ at Yabii Qim some ruins of a mud wall are still
visibl®®” and that “ the manuscripts were found wrapped up in a piece
of cloth and mixed up with human bones, the whole lying on some
partially exposed boards of a wooden coffin.” Putting this together
with what we know of the circumstances of the finds at Aq Sapil, Kok
Gumbaz and Qara Yintaq, it may be concluded that the * mud wall”
belonged to one of those circular mounds, and that the ‘ human bones ”’
may have been the fragments of a skall, which had rested oun the wrapped-
up manuscripts. As to the real natare of the boards of the so-called
“wooden coffin,” it is premature to make any conjecture. It appears
to me probable that the manuscript sheet G. 3, Set I, was also found at
Yabi Qam. For that manuscript is said (in Captain Godfrey’s demi-
official letter, No. 5208, dated the 15th September 1897, and addressed
to the Resident in Kashmir) to have been found “at a place 50 or 60
miles north-east of Khotan in the midst of the Takla Makan desert;”
and Yabi Qim is also said “to be situated at 50 or 60 miles north-
east of Khotan in the midst of the Takla Makan desert” (see my

14 Mr, Bicklund suggests that the name marks a spot where a caravan was lost
in the sands.
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Report in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal). It may
however, also have come from Dandan Uiliq, which, to judge from the
bearings and distance given of it (as may be seen from the Map)
caunot be very far distant from Yaba Qum.

(9) Kiana Tdz (perhaps incorrect for 353 o Kan Taz or *salt
mine’) is said to be a place sitnated about 150 miles east of Khotan, on
the road to Charchan. Here the eight block-print books, comprised in
M. 8, are said to have been found by Islam Akhiin; but this information
requires to be received cum grano salis.

(10) Davpin UlLiq. None of these six places are speci-
(11) Imim Aptag MazAR. fically mentioned as spots where any
(12) Knira1 UlLi. of the objects comprised in the
(13) Qoriz LANGAR. British Collection have been found,
(14) SuLtiNx Wars Qirin.  though some of the objects of which
(15) Tim AGHIL. the exact find-place is not stated may

have come from one or the other of them. All six are stated to be
places which are frequeunted by treasure-seekers from Khotan. They
are described by Mr. Macartney in a Note, attached to his demi-
official letter, No. 121, dated Kashghar, the 21st July, 1897, as follows:

- DanpiN Utriq ( ekt @i or ¢ Ivory House’), at about 6 days’
journey north-east of Khotan; the remains of a Bazar, half-buried in
sand, is said to be here, the stalls, which contain piece-goods, crumbling
to dust at the touch, being still visible. The ruins of a Serai, But-khana
(or ‘idol-house’) and a Mill can also be discerned. Being situated
right in the desert, it is considered to be a difficult place to@reach.
There is no water on the way ; but water may be found at the place
itself by digging at the foot of a solitary tree which is still green.
Discoveries: manuseripts, tea, weaving machines, coins, hakik and
lajwar stones, and pearls.

TuiM Aprag Mazie (e tﬁl et or ¢ Shrine of Imém Aftah or
Aptah, one of Kbalif ‘Omar’s men), about 14 miles north-west of
Khotan ; inhabited. Discoveries: seals, money, and hakik stones.

Kmiti1 UiLiq ( 2k sl gis or ¢ Chinese House’) said to be situated
about 1} march north of Khotan, near the Aksu road. It appears that
the ruins of a few houses are extant here.

Qoriz Lancar (& 308 or ‘resting place of yaks’); on the
Khotan-Polu road, at about 13 march from the Khotan city. The place
is described as situated in the midst of sand-hills and inhabited by
two families. Discoveries : manuscripts and gold coins.

SuctiN 1 Wais 1 QIRAN ( wiyd oy wihle, perhaps the name of a
Governor) ; one march north-east of Khotan. Discoveries: manu-
scripts, silver hooks, coins, aud one wooden idol.
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Tiu Acnis (Jad 0 or ‘ a walled enclosure for cattle ') ; half-march
north-east of Khotan ; inhabited ; gold ornaments and seals are said to
have been found in this village. A human skull, with a layer of gold and
with a ring attached to the nose, appears to have been picked up here.
For convenient reference the following Table gives a summary of
all the antiquities, the localities and times
Summary. when they were found or received, and the
persons who found them or through whom they were received. By
«“ MSS.” are understood manuscript or xylograph books, or poth? boynd
in the Indian fashion; also detached leaves or sheets. By * books”
are meant volumes, either manuscript or xylograph, which are bound in

the European

fashion,

Dates, placed within brackets, are those of the

receipt of the antiquities, their dates of discovery being nunknown.

2‘ C?:::;%:" Objects. Find-place. Time. Finder or Transmitter.
1} Fragments. MS8. Kuchar. Sept., 1894, Through the Amban
of Kuchar.
2/ G.1. MB8S. Kuchar (Kho- | (Sept., 1895). | Through anonymous
tan ?) merchants.
8| M. 1, Set I. M8S. Kuchar. 1889, Dildar Khin, Afghan,
: and another Tarki
merchant.
4/ M. 1, Set IL MBSS. Aq Bapil (Kho- 1895. Islam Akhiin, treasure-
tan). seeker of Khotan.
5| M. 1, Set III. MS8S. Yabi Qim 1895. do.
(Khotan).
6 M.1,Set1V. MS8S. Qari Q5! Mazir| August, 1895, do.
(Khotan).
71 M. 1,8ets V, MBS8S. Kdk Guambaz | October, 1895. do.
VI. (Khotan).
8| M. 2, Set I. | M88., Antiq.| Qara Yantaq | November, do.
(Khotan). 1896,
9| M. 2, Set II.| Antiques. | Aq Sapil (do.) 1895.96. do.
10| M. 2, Set I1I., Antiques. | Borazin (81st Maroch, | Through Akram Khin
(Khotan), 1895). and Badruddin Khin,
Afghan traders in
| Khotan.
11| M, 2,8et IV. Antiques. | K8k Gumbaz | October, 1896, |[slam Akhiin, treasare-
(Khotan ). geeker of Khotan,
12| G. 2. Book. Takla Makan. (lllst,&)Sept., do.
13/ G. 3, Bet I, MS8S8. Yabia Qim 1895. do. ?
(Khotan).
14| G. 8, Set II. MSS. Unknown. Unknown, Unknown.
15| G. 3, 8et II1.|  MSS, Kok Gumbaz | October, 1896, |Islim Akhiin, treasure.
(Khotan). seeker of Khotan.
16| M. 3. MSS,, 13 | Borazan (818t July, |Bix books and some
books, Anti- | (Khotan). 1897.) antiquities through
quities, Badruddin; 7 books,
MBS88. and antiques.
bought by Mr. Ma-
cartney in Khotan,




xxiv Dr. Hoernle—Antiguities from Oentral Asie. [Extra No. 1,
g c::‘::l%fl' Objects. Find-place. Time. }Finder or Transmitter.
17| G. 4. Antiques. | Western Tur- |(20th Oct., | Through Miyan Ghu-
kestan. 1897.) lam Rasil, merchant.
18| M. 4. MS8., books,| Takla Makan. |(3rd Sept., Bronght to Mr. Mac-
Antiques. 1897). artney from Khotan.
19/ T. 1. MSS. do. 1895. Muhammad Ghauz of
Khotan throngh the
- Wazir Wazarat of
Leh.
20| M. 5. Books (2). do. (6th  Oct., | Brought to Mr. Mao-
1897). artney from Khotan.
21} &. 5. Books (2), do. December, Unknown.
MS8S. 1897.
22| G. 6. Antiques. do. January, 1898. | Through Munshi
) Ahmad Din.
231 Q. 7. Books (3). do. 1st 9I"ebruary, Uuknown.
- 1898.
24| M. 6. Books (6), | Khotan, Summer, 1897. Two books through
Antiques. Borazan, - | Badruddin;rest from
Rev. Hogberg.
25| M. 7. Books (9). | Aq Tala Taz. | January, 1898. |[slam Akhin, treasure-
seeker of Khotan,
26| M. 8. Books (8). | Kiang Tiaz. (188%18 April, do.
1 . )
27| &. 8. Book (1). | Unknown. (7th  July, |Through Maohammad
1898). Bakhsh. a Panjabi
28/ G. 9. Book (1). do. (26th  July, | trader in Kashghar.
1898). Through 8ayyid Gul
Mubamnmad, Kash-
ghar merchant.
291 M. 9. MSS., books, Khotan. (11th  Jaly, | Through Badruddin,
Antiques. 1898).
80| G. 10. Books, Takla Makan. | (November, From Leh.
Antiques. 1898).

The Takla Makan desert appears to have received its name from

Description of the
Takla Makan Tract,!’

Also many skeletons can be found in those places.”

the large quantities of broken pottery, which
are found strewn about in many places,!® and
which show that, in ancient times, parts of

16 Compare the account of this Tract in the Report of a Mission to Yarkand in

1873, pp. 25 ff.
16 Mr. Bicklund informs me that ‘‘ Takla Makan is a peculiar word which the

natives apply to places covered with pottery. Such places are very numerous.

Mr. Macartney also writes to

me that ‘the fragments of ancient pottery, images, etc., are not always found
imbedded as at Borazan. They are often seen lying on the surface of the ground.
I was much struck, along the road between Guma and Jhanguis, with the frequent
appearance of pieces of broken earthen-ware vases (of no artistic value) oovering
large areas of ground, such areas being themselves situated in the midst of a sand-
desert, and often 5 or 6 miles from habitation.”” The word ‘Takla Makan’ is not
as Dr. 8ven Hedin appears to state (pp. 450, 467, 785, 801 in his most interesting
book Through Asia) the proper name of any one partioular place.
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it must have been the seat of an advanced civilization. Among the
peculiar features of the tract of country which comprises that desert
and the adjoining belt of cultivation are the numerous rivers which
come from the valleys of the Karakorum and Kuenluen Ranges, and
traverse its surface to their final junction with the Tarim river.
In the present day it is only the two largest of these rivers, the
Yarung Qash on which Khotan lies, and the Qara Qash on which
the homonymons town lies, which, uniting north of Khotan, reach
that termination. The smaller rivers, some of which may have
been tributaries of the two large omes, after emerging from the
valleys, now soon lose themselves in the sandy desert. * These
rivers large and small, are the seats of the fixed population and
the entire productive industry of the country.” ¢ Numerous canals
are drawn off from them to the lands on each side, and thus
convert considerable tracts of what would be otherwise desert-waste
into fertile and populous settlements.” At present the extent of these
settlements is very limited, but formerly—many centuries ago—they
extended much further into the interior, probably some 30 to 50 miles
beyond the present borders of the sandy desert. The climate of the
country is notable for “ the extreme dryness of its atmosphere at all times
and the trifling amount of its rainfall.” As a consequence *the soil
everywhere is characterised by its aridity and barrenness, and is more or
less highly charged with salines, which retain sufficient moisture to form,
in the desert, mud bogs and marshes on which grow coarse reeds and
dwarf tamarisks.” In these circumstances it is only by careful irriga-
tion that the area of cultivation can be preserved and the encroach-
ments of the moving sands of the desert prevented. The appearance
and action of these moving sands has thus been described by Dr.
Bellew : “ During the spring and summer months a north or north-
west wind prevails, blowing with considerable force and persistence for
many days consecutively. As it sweeps over the plain, it raises the
impalpable dust on its surface, and obscures the air by a dense haze
resembling in darkness a November fog in Loudon; but it drives the
heavier particles of sand before it, and on the subsidence of the wind,
they are left on the plain in the form of ripples, like those on the sandy
beach washed by an ebbing current.” In course of time, there is formed
“ g perfect sea of loose sand, advancing in regular wave lines from
north-west to south-east. The sand dunes are mostly from ten to
twenty feet high, but some are seen like little hills, fully & hundred
feet high, and in some spots higher. They cover the plain, of which
the hard clay is seen between their rows, with numberless chains of
two or three or more together in a line, and follow in successive rows,
J. L4
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one behind the other.” When, during the earlier centuries of the
Christian era, in consequence of the troubles attending the tribal
migrations and the Mubammadan conquests, the population became
reduced and irrigation fell into neglect, the advancing sands gradually
overwhelmed one outlying settlement after the other, and narrowed
the belt of settlement and cultivation to its present limits. Many
traces of these auncient settlements and the water-courses on which they
lay are still met with in the desert ; and some of them have been named
and described above (pp. xii ff.)!17 The recollection of the desert having
been once a fertile and populous country still survives in that region.
Mr. Macartney, in his demi-official letter, No. 121, dated the 2lst July,
1897, reports that ¢ it is believed by the natives of Kashgharia that the
Takla Makan desert was once a fertile and cultivated country. There
is a tradition that before the introduction of Muhammadanism [in
the 10th and 11th centuries A. D.], forty-one cities 18 flourished in that
region under the rule of a certain Zewar Shah, king of Katak, and that
by reasop of the disbelief of the inhabitants in the religion of the Pro-
phet, which three Imams from Bukhara had come to preach, their
country was suddenly and miraculously destroyed by a sandstorm. This
story is told at considerable length in the Taskirah of Kamaluddin,
Zahiruddin and Khwaja Arush.!® The natives believe that the antiqunes
which are constantly found in the Takla Makan desert belonged to the
cities which once formed part of the kingdom of Zewar Shah.” The
exact site of the city of Katak, here mentioned, is not known, but it prob-
ably lay about three marches or 40 miles south-west of Lop Nor, on the
great trade-ronte from China to Khotan, which ran by way of Charchan.30
Its destruction by the sands occurred about 1330 A.D., and it is prob-

1T A most interesting account of some others whioch Dr. Sven Hedin discovered
during his travels in the Takla Makan is given in his book Through Asia.

18 On p. 496 of Dr. Bven Hedin's book Through Asia, another tradition con-
cerning the former existence of * forty towns” is mentioned.

19 This Taskirah had been transmitted to me in the box which contained the
consignment M. 3. It has been returned to Mr. Macartney for the purpose of
translation and eventual publication.

% This is the view advocated by the late N. Elias in his Translation of the
Tarikh.i-Rashidi, pp. 11, 12, footnote. Dr. Sven Hedin discovered a place, called
Katak, on the banks of the Khotan river (see p. 819 of his book Through Asia) ;
but he also met with the name fnrther east, near the Yarkand river (see ibidem,
p- 478), and also further west, “a long way ” south of the Achik (or old Tarim) river
(see ilid., p. 850). It would seem probable that katak should really be kittek or
‘dead forest’ (see idbid., p. 811, 850), and that the name is shahr-i-kittek or * town
in the dead forest’ Like Takla Makan it is not the proper name of a particular
place, but a general name common to & number of old sites.



1899.] TIntroduction. xxvii

ably on account of this comparatively modern date that we possess a
detailed account of the catastrophe. It may be seen in Mirza Muham-
mad Haidar's Tarikb-i-Rashidi (English Translation by N. Elias,
p. 10 ff,,) written between 1541 and 1546 A.D. That writer thus
describes the condition of the desert in his time (ibidem, p. 295): “To
the east and south of Kashghar and Khotan are deserts which consist
of nothing but heaps of shifting sands, impenetrable jungles, waste
lands and salt-deserts. In ancient times there were large towns in
these wastes, and the names of two of them have been preserved, name-
ly Lob and Katak; but of the rest no name or trace remains: all are
buried under the sand. Hunters who go there after wild animals,
relate that sometimes the foundations of cities are visible, and that
they have recognized noble buildings, such as castles, minarets, mosques
and colleges, but that when they retarned a short time afterwards, no
trace of these was to be found; for the sand had again overwhelmed
them.” This fact of the recurrent disappearance and reappearance of
sand-buried sites and ruins naturally follows from the action, above
described, of the winds on the sands, and has also been noticed by
modern travellers.8! It also forms a welcome occasion for the visits of
treasure-seekers, especially in Khotan, where, as Mr. Macartney informs
us, they make a regular livelihood of that occupation, being in the
habit of visiting, after a sandstorm or a flood, such localities as seem
most promising, in the hope of picking np some objects in gold or silver
which have been laid bare by the wind or water. As an example of
such a visit the itinerary of Islam Khan has been given above.

As already stated the process of submergence of the ancient civili-
zation of Eastern Turkestan under the advancing sands of the desert had
already commenced long before the Muhammadan period. It was already
in full operation at the time of the Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, Hiuen
Tsiang, in the seveuth century A.D., when Buddhism was still the
prevailing religion and culture of Khotan and the rest of Fastern
Turkestan. On his return from India to China, in the year 644 A.D.,
he took the southern route passing through Khotan and Pima to
Charchan: the northern route, by which he had travelled from China
to India, passed through Kuchar and Kashghar. In those days Pima
was a comparatively new settlement, lying on the outskirts of the Takla
Makan desert, and it still existed for many centuries afterwards, for in
1274 A.D. Marco Polo saw it on his way to China. At the present day
it has disappeared in the sands, and its exact site is not known. Ac-
cording to the data furnished by Hinen Tsiang’s itinerary, it must have

81 See, ¢.g., Dr. Bellew’s observations on the subject in the Report of a Mission
to Yarkand in 1873, pp. 28, 29, 37, 38,
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lain about 100 miles East of Khotan, which would place it somewhere to
the north or north-west, of the present town of Kiria. The latter would
seem to have taken the place of Pima, when it was overwhelmed by the
sand, just as, according to Hinen Tsiang's account, Pima itself took
the place of the still more ancient town of Ho-lo-lo-kia, which lay
further north-west. Possibly Ho-lo-lo-kia may have occupied the site of
the present Dandan Uiliq, which is said to lie 6 marches or about 80
miles north-east of Khotan. The description of that place, given
above, would well enough suit a place such as Ho-lo-lo-kia might bave
been.

The physical conditions of the Takla Makan desert, with the
extreme dryness of its atmosphere and the
trifling amount of rainfall, above referred to,
are very favourable to the conservation, for
an indefinitely long period, of everything buried under its sands. This
has been repeatedly observed by travellers; see, e.g., the remarks of
Dr. Bellew in the Report of a Mission to Yarkand in 1873, p 38, quoted
by me in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. LXVT, p. 256.
It has been amply confirmed by Dr. Sven Hedin's discoveries in Qara
Dung and elsewhere. That explorer more than once, in his book
Through Asia, remarks on the fact that ‘ the dry fine sand of the desert
unquestionably possesses the property of preserving organic matter
for a very long time; see pp. 640, 802, 816 ff. There is, therefore,
nothiug intrinsically improbable in the claim of the manuscripts and
xylographs, contained in the British Collection, to be of a very great
antiquity.

Oune of the places were antigues have been found, Qara Qol Mazar,
near Guma, is described as ‘“an immense
graveyard in ruins, possibly ten miles long,”
and there is also a Mazar or Muhammadan
shrines® there. It is possible that this place may be the site of one of
those great Muhammadan defeats which took place at the end of the
11th and beginning of the 12th century A.D. At that time the fierce
stroggle for mastery took place between the Muhammadans of Kashghar
and the Buddhists of Khotan, which finally established the Muhamma-
dan Faith in Eastern Turkestan. Dr. Bellew, in the Report of a Mission
to Yarkand, describes several * vast cemeteries’ in the sandy desert
marking the sites of the slanghter of Muhammadan warriors. One is at
Ordam Padshah, about 30 miles east of Yangi Higar, where there is a

Conservation
of Antiquities.

Ancient graveyards
and stlipas.

83 A mazdr is a shrine and place of pilgrimage, consisting of the tomb of some
holy person with a kind of mosque built near it.



1899.] Introduction. xxix

shrine of ‘Ali Arslan Khan and the graves of his 300 fellow martyrs.
Another is about three miles south-west of that town at Chucham Padshah
where there is a ‘vast cemetery consecrated to the dust of 10,000
warrior martyrs.” 38 Possibly Qara Q51 Mazar may be a similar ancient
Muhammadan cemetery ; but all the available indications rather point
to the sites of the finds being ancient Buddhist *graveyards.” Kok
Gumbaz, where the skull with the pillow of manuscripts was dug out, is
said to be “seemingly an old graveyard.” Qara Yantaq, clearly, is a
similar place, where also a skull with a bag of manuscripts was dug out
from the top of a circular mound. In Yab@ Qim, the manuscripts,
M. 2, Set I1I, were found * mixed up with human bones, lying on some
partially exposed boards of a wooden coffin.” Mr. Hogberg says with
reference to the * books,” purchased from him by Mr. Macartney and
comprised in M. 6, that he believes “they were all discovered in the
sands or buried in coffins with the dead, in ancient graveyards in the
neighbonrhood of Khotan, probably not more than a day or two’s
journey from the town.” One of these places, Aq Sapil, Mr. Hogberg
visited himself ; and the ‘“two elevated circular stands,” which he
describes as having been seen by him, curiously snggest themselves as
being the surviving bases of two stiipas erected in the closest propin-
quity : apparently twin-stipas built on slightly differing levels. Bud-
dhist stiipas, as is well-known, used to stand on a series of circular, con-
centric basements or terraces, decreasing upwards in diameter, the
basements thus forming steps to the uppermost platform, on which the
stiipa or cylindrical dome itself was erected. These stipas were mostly
relic-towers, and the relics used to be placed in a small chamber made
in the top-most platform, immediately below the cylindrical dome This
exactly agrees with Mr. Hogberg's description of the “ circular stands.”
The “ slight Lollow ” on the top-most platform would be the remains
of the relic-chamber, from which, e.g., the skull with its bag of manu-
scripts was dug ont at Kok Gumbaz. Occasionally a Buddhist stiipa
contained several deposits of relics placed at different levels, one above
the other. This would seem to have been the case at Qara Yantaq.
There, it is said, * the two images of horsemen (in M. 2, Set I) were
dug up from the interior of the mound,” on the top of which the skull
was discovered “ partially baried.” The skull, clearly, had been placed
in a chamber, near the surface of the top-most terrace, while the
horsemen had been deposited at a lower level, perhaps near the surface
of a lower terrace. It would seem that in all the cases reported, the
stipa proper or the cylindrical dome, has disappeared, the circular

88 See the Report of a Mission to Yurkand in 1873, at pp. 87, 129,
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basements only remaining. This cannot surprise, seeing that these
erections were made of unburnt bricks. As Dr. Sven Hedin remarks
(p. 740 of his book Through Asia) *the natives themselves have
observed that the erosive action of the wind is incompaiably greater
than that of water.” Buddhist stiipas used to be coated with a hard,
brilliant plaster, to protect them against the erosive action of wind and
weather, This was, no doubt, also the case in Khotan; but when
outlying settlements were abandoned, and the plastering of the stiipas
fell into disrepair, their more exposed domes naturally were corroded
and gradually swept away by the periodical sandstorms, the less exposed
and stronger basements only surviving.
It is well-known that Buddhism was introduced into Khotan from
North-Western India (Kashmir), includin,
A'quient Greco-Bud- Afghanistan and the countries immedia.telg
dhist_ Culture. vorth of it. In connection with this circum-
stance it is curious to observe numerous points of coincidence in the
stipas of Khotan and those of Afghanistan; and these coincidences
themselves are a further argument to support the theory that the find-
places of antiquities around Khotan are the sites of groups of stipas or
tumuli, and, in that sense, of ancient places of sepulture. It was a
common practice among the Buddhists to build a stiipa, or memorial
tower, over the relics of a Saint, and to group round it minor stéipas
or tumuli of lesser personages, whether religious or secular, Instances
of this practice are repeatedly noted by Hiuen Tsiang in the account
of his visit to India.35 The existence of numerous such groups of
stipas and tumuli in Afghanistan is well-known. Many of them have
been opened at different times. In Wilsou’s Ariana Antiqua, there
is a long memoir by Masson on the “Topes and Tumuli” opened
by him, and the relics found in them. Among them are ornamented
faneral jars of a globular form with bones, ashes, and fragments of
charcoal ; further coins, beads, rings, seals and other trinkets, colonred
stones, pieces of crystal, etc.,—all being objects which we shall see
represented in the Khotanese collection : some indeed haviug the very
same form. More curious still, in one tumulus which Masson opened,
belonging to the group at Passani, he found “in the centre a human

24 It would be interesting to know why Kok Gumbaz or the *blue or green
dome” is called so. Conld it be the dome of a stiipa still standing ? In the Swat
country, a8 Dr. Stein informs us in his Report of an Archzological Tour with the
Buner Field Force, pp. 11 and 66, the word gumbaz is uuiformly applied to ruined

stupas.
% See Beal's Buddhist Records of the Western World, Vol. I, pp. 46, 175 et

passim,
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skull, and beneath it a large steatite vase,” containing ashes, colonred
stones, beads, eto., also a fragment of a birch-bark leaf inscribed with
“ Bactro-Pali” (i.e., Kharogthi) characters3® The similarity of this find
with that of the skull at Qara Yantaq is very striking. There is a
passage in the account of the mission of the Chinese Buddhist Sung-
yun to India in 518 A.D., which seems to bear on the subject of such
sepultures. Speaking of the cmstoms of Khotan, the account says:
“ they burn their dead, and, collecting the ashes, erect towers over
them. When the king dies, they do not burn his body, but enclose it
in a coffin and carry it far off and bury it in the desert. They found a
temple to his memory, and, at proper times, pay religious service to his
manes.”¥ This would seem to suggest, that K6k Gumbaz, Qara Yantaq
and similar spots are ancient sites of the sepulture of kings and chiefs
of Khotan, The discovery of the two minatare figures of horsemen,
(M. 3, Set I) in the same grave with the skull tends to corroborate
this conjecture.

The existence of early Buddhist culture in Khotan is thus amply
borne ont. Much more evidence on this point is afforded by the pottery
and terracotta figures, and will be found noticed in that portion of the
report which will deal with these objects. Here I will only note that
the occurrence of the naumerons figures of monkeys and elephants
clearly points to an intimate connection of the culture of Khotan with
that of India; for these animals are not found in Khotan, while they
are indigenous in India. A very early connection of Khotan with India
and China is also established by the discovery of Indo-Chinese and
Indo-Scythian coins on the one hand, and coins of the Han Dynasty
on the other. But further there are distinct traces of Grecian
and Parthian influence. For the latter, it is true, there is only one
piece of pottery (in M. 2), which bears ornamentation of a distinctly
Parthian character. For Grecian influence such as prevailed on the
western borders of India, in the earliest centuries A.D. and B.C., there
is much more evidence. The style of Graeco-Buddhist ornamentation
and sculpture is well marked on many pieces of pottery and sculptured
stones. The syrinx, or musical instrument made of a series of graduated
reeds, on which monkeys are represented as playing, is distinctly
Greek or Grecian: that kind of instrument was not known in India or
the Orient. Altogether the treatment of the monkeys, in their varied
festive or amorous postures, curiously reminding one of Satyrs and
Fauns, is instinot with the ideas of Greek or Roman culture. The
Pegasus and Centaur, which are found represented on some seals, are

8 See Ariana Antiqua, p. 94.
7 See Boal's Buddhist Records of the Western World, vol. I, p. xxxvii.
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also distinctly Grecian. Mr. Macartney in his Note on the find-places
(see p. xxii) says: *“Some of the relics which have been found near
Khotan are undoubtedly of Greek origin. In May, 1897, I was shown
by a Russian merchant in that town a coin with an inscription in Greek,
and three pieces of yellow crystals of an oval shape in which there
were beautiful carvings of the classical type.”

Local tradition with regard to the makers of the habitations and
sepultures around Khotan is very uncertain, and possibly not altogether
spoutaneous. With reference to Qard Yantdq, in Islam Akhin’s iti-
nerary, already quoted above, Mr. Macartuey was informed, that it was
once inhabited by ¢ Hindis,” & name by which Buddhists are said to be
generally called in Eastern Turkestan, and which clearly points to the
direct Indian origin of the Buddhism of that country. With regard to
K6k Gumbaz Captain Godfrey reports (in his demi-official letter,
No. 5208, dated 15th September, 1897) that *local opinion seems to
incline to the belief that the cemetery was either Jew, Kalmuk or
Greek. The people to whom these graveyards are attributed are called
in the Turki language Ujat which I believe now means * strangers.”
This word is, however, I am informed, now obsolete. Dr. Bellew, in
his History of Kashghar, says that Ujat means Native Christians, and
refers I think, to Native Christians having lived near Khotan.”88 With
reference to the last observation of Captain Godfrey’s I may note that at
Aq Sapil some sheets and leaves of manuscript were found (in M. 2,
Set II) inscribed with characters in white ink, which seem to be
Uighur writing such as was once used by the Nestorian Christians.

Considering how much we are at present dependent on native infor-
mation with regard to every thing oconnected
with these sand-buried sites near Khotan, and
how cautiously such information must be re-
ceived, it is very desirable that the localities should be visited, examined
and reported on by some European explorer with archesological expe-
rience. This is an undertaking well worth the support of the Indian
Government and of Learned: Societies.

Need of further ex-
ploration.

88 See the Report of a Mission to Yarkand, p. 127. Mr. Shaw in his Grammar
of the Language of Eastern Turkistan (in the Journal, As. Soo. Bengal, Vol XLVI for
1877), ‘pp. 836 and 345, disputes this and says that Ujat is the name of a village
near Khotan, the inhabitants of whioh were bad Musalmans.” But the passage
from the Taskiratu-l-Bughra, which he quotes, really only proves that the people
of Ujat were considered insincere Muhammadans at the time of its composition.
At the time to which Dr. Bellew refers Khotan had not yet been converted to
Islam. It was still Buddhist; and the people of Uj&t, if they were not Buddhists,
must have been Nestorian Christians. Probably they were the latter, and being
forced to adopt Islam, did so only in outward appearance.



CENTRAL ASIAN ANTIQUITIES.

The Central Asian Antiquities which are comprised in the British
Collection distribute themselves into the following main classes: (1)
manuscripts; (2) xylographs; (3) terra-cottas and pottery; (4) coins
and seals; and (5) figures of stone, metal or wood, and other miscel-

laneous objects.
As the coins present the most serviceable historical and chronolo-

gical data, it may be best to commence with their description.

Secrion I.—COINS AND SEALS.

The following is & Summary of the Coiuns in the Collection :—

I. Indo-Chinese coins, 72

II. Chinese » 148
III. Scytho-Bactrian ” 36
IV. Indo-Scythian » 10
V. Sassanian ” 7
VI. Medieval Hindd ” 8
VII. Mediseval Muhammadan ° » 127
VIII. Modern Turki ” 18
1X. Modern Indian » 59
X. Modern European » 1

Total Coins 486

1. Inpo-Cainese Coixs.
There are altogether seventy-two of these coins in the Collection :
nine large and sixty-three small ones. They all come from Khotan and
J. . 6 .



2 Dr. Hoernle—Antiquitics from Central Asia. [Extra No. 1,

its neighbourhood; and they formed part of the consignments M. 2,
M. 3 M6 M9G.5 G.7,G. 10,and T. 1.

Two coins of this description, one large and one small, were first
published by Mr. Gardner in the Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. XIX
(1879), pp. 275, 276. These likewise were procured from Khotan by Sir
T. D. Forsyth. They have been republished by Dr, Terrien de
Lacouperie in the British Museum Catalogue of Chinese Coins, p. 394.
The large one is also republished in the British Musenm Catalogue
of Indian (Greek and Scythic) Coins, p. 172. Both coins, especially
the small one, were in too imperfect a condition to admit of being fully
read. In the present collection there are some much better preserved
specimens.

All these coins are of copper. They are not of iron, as was at first
erroneously sapposed. :

Of the large coins, there are three varieties, distinguished by the
arrangement of the obverse legend. Of these varieties there are one,
three and one specimen respectively. Four specimens cannot be deter-
mined. Of the smaller coins there are five varieties, distinguished by
differences in the reverse design, and in the arrangement of the legends.
Of these five varieties there are 17, 13, 3, 3 and 3 specimens respec-
tively, Twenty-tlree specimens are too worn or corroded to admit of
being determined.

The following is a detailed list of all the coins, large and small,
with their weights and measures. Their exact find-place has also been
noted, when known: in the other cases it must be understood that the
coin came either from Khotan itself or from one of the buried sites
near it :—

(@) Large Coins.

Ser. Variety. Weight Size Consign- Find-place, Pigure.

No. in grains, in inches.  ment.
1 I 2466 10 M. 2. Plate I, 6.
3 II 2280 10 T. 1.
8 II 200°56 10 G. 10,
4 1I 1540 0875 M. 9.
5 111 2340 10 G. 10
6 Undeterm, 2230 10 M. 2 Aq Bafil,
7 do. 2130 10 M.2
8 do. 2115 10 G. 10.
9 do. 2020 10 M. 2

Total weight : 1921'6  Average weight : 21344 grs.
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(%) Small Coins.

Ber. Variety. No. Weight, 8ize. Consign- Find-place. Figare.
No. ment.

1 I 1 760 076 M.2. PLI, 9.

2 1 2 660 076 M.2,

3 I 3 690 076 M. 2. PI'T, 13,

4 I 4 5656 075 M. 2. PlL. I, I0.

6 I 5 630 076 G. 10, '

6 I 6 620 076 M. 3.

7 ) § 7 620 075 G. 10.

8 I 8 506 075 M. 6.

9 I 9 600 076 M. 2. PL. 1, 11.
10 1 10 485 075 G. 6. PL1,8.
11 I 11 486 076 M. 2.

12 I 12 465 075 G.7.

18 1 13 46'0 076 M. 2. Aq Safl,

14 I 14 41'6 076 G. 5. PLT,18.
15 I 16 89'5 0625 M,2.

16 I 16 320 0626 M.2.

17 I 17 210 0626 M.2. Aq Safl.

18 II 1 786 076 M. 2, do,

19 II 2 625 076 M. 3.

20 1 3 616 075 M. 6.

21 1I 4 595 076 T.1.

22 II 6 676 076 M. 2, Aq8Safil. ~ PLI, 14,
23 II 6 580 076 T. 1. PlL. 1, 15,
24 II 7 616 076 T. 1. PL 1, 12.
26 1I 8 500 076 M. 2. Aq 8Safil.

26 1T 9 490 07 G.17.

27 1I 10 480 076 M. 6.

28 1I 11 46'0 075 M. 2, Aq Safll,

29 11 12 440 07 M. 9

30 11 13 440 075 G. 10.

81 III 1 616 076 M. 6.

32 III 2 48'6 076 T. 1. PL 1, 16.
83 11 8 47°0 078 G. 10, Pl 111, 8.
34 v 1 400 075 M. 2.

86 1v 2 800 0626 M.2. PL 1,17,
86 v 8 226 070 G. 10. PLIIL 1.
7 IV 4 130 05  M.2 (Mautilated). P III, 4,
38 v 1 635 083 G, 10. PL III 3.
89 v 2 606 076 G. 10.

40 v 3 590 080 G. 10.

41 Undeterm. 1 60:0 076 M. 2,

43 do, 2 690 076 M.9.

43 do, 3 685 075 G. 10,

44 do, 4 670 076 G. 10,

45 do. ] 650 076 M, 3.
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8er. Variety, No. Weight. 8ize. Consign- Find-place. Figure.
No. ment.

468 Undeterm. 6 54'6 075 M. 2

47 do. 7 640 070 G. 10.

48 do. 8 506 076 G. 7.

49 do. 9 49'5 075 M. 3.

50 do.’ 10 485 075 G. 10.

51  do. 1. 480 075 M.2. Aq Safil,
62 do. 12 475 076 Q. 10.

63 do. 13 470 075 M. 2. do.
54 do. 14 406 0756 M. 2. do.
65 do. 16 40'6 0625 G.10.

56 - do. 16 395 076 G.7.

67 do. 17 396 069 M. 2.

68 do. 18 86'5 069 M. 2,

69  do. 19 840 075 G.10.

60 do. 20 835 075 M.2. Aq Safil.
61 do. 21 260 0583 G. 10.

62 do. 22 260 0625 M. 2,

63 do. 23 240 0625 M.9.

Total weight: 30160  Average weight : 47°857 gra.
The following is a description of the coins :—
(a) Large Coins. (Plate I, No. 6).

. Obverse : Two concentric circles, of which the outer one consists

of an ornamental baud. In the small area
within the inner circle is placed an old
form (a) of the Chinese symbol (b) for E
‘money.” See Woodcut No.3. Between py ’b\
the area and the ornamental band runs a

Chinese leg®nd, consisting of six symbols. This legend
is arranged in three different ways, making three
varieties, on which see below, P. 8.

NO.3.

Reverse : Two concentric linear circles; in central area, bare horse

with stiff, upstanding mane, trotting to right. Between
the circles, an inscription in Kharogthi characters.

No. 1 of the list, shown in PL I, 6, is nearly identical with that
figured in the British Museum Catalogue, p. 394, but the Chinese
legend, partially read by Dr. T. de Lacouperie, is far more legible.

(b) Small Coins. (Plates I, 8-18 and III, 1-4,)'

Obverse : Chinese legend of three symbols, in old forms; the same

on all five varieties.
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Reverse: In first and second varieties, bare horse, standing or
walking to right; round it a circular marginal legend
in Kharosthi characters, showing in the first variety
the letter ma (of mahardja), in the second variety, the
letter ¢ (of uthabirdja), over neck of horse.

The third variety has a Bactrian two-humped camel standing
to right, and the same Kharosthi legend as on the large coins, with ma
over head of camel.

The fourth variety has the bare horse, walking to right, within a
circular linear area, outside which is the Kharosthi legend, with mahd
opposite the tail of the horse, but very incomplete.

The fifth variety bas a camel walking to right, led by a man,
surrounded by & marginal legend in Kharosthi, with ma over the head
of the camel. Unfortuunately both figure and legend in all three
specimens are too badly preserved to admit of being fully deciphered.

(¢) The Kharogthi Legend.

The Kharogthi legend occurs in two different versions: a longer
and a shorter one. The former which consisted probably of 20 letters
is found on the large coins and on the small coins of the third (or
camel) variety. The shorter legend, comprising probably 13 letters,
is found on the small coins of the first, second and fourth (or horse)
varieties. The length of the two legends can easily be calculated from
the space distributable to the preserved and lost portions respectively.
‘What the legend on the small coins of the fifth variety may have been,
it is, at present, impossible to say.

~ The snorter legend is arranged in three different ways: in the
coins of the first variety it commences over the neck of the horse, and
in those of the fourth, behind its tail, while in those of the second
variety, it probably commenced below its feet. It is fullest preserved on
the coins Nos. 1 and 4 of the first and No. 7 of the second variety.

The best readings on coins of the first variety are the following :—
No. 1 maharagutha(bi) x ja Gugrama(d)asa (Pl I, 9).
No. 2 maharayn x X x X Gugratidasa.
No. 3 maharayn X x X X Gugra(mad)asa (Pl I, 13).
No. 4 maharayutha X ra X Gugramodasa (Pl I, 10).
No. 7 mahara(ja) X x x X (Gu)gramo(da)sa.
No. 10 maka x x X X X X Gugradamasa (Pl. 1, 8).
No. 14 maha(ra) X X X X X Gugra(dama)sa (Pl. I, 18),
The best readings on coins of the second variety are the following :—
No. 4 x xrajuthubix x X X XXX
No. 5 X xrajox b1 x x (Qugra) x x x (Pl I, 14).
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No. 6 X xrajuthabira x x X x X X (PL I, 15).
No. 7 x x % juthabiraja GQu(gra)x x x (PL I, 12).
No. 8 X x Xjuthubix X X X X X X
No. 11 x X xjuthabix X X X X X X
No. 12 x X xjuthabix x X X X X X
No. 183 x x X x X X raja Gugra X X X

Of the coins of the fourth variety, any thing of the legend is only

visible on No. 2, where the following fragment can be read :
maharaja X X X X X X X X X

The longer legend is found on the coins of the third variety. On
these the letters are written in long, narrow shapes, closely crowded
together ; and calculating from what of the legend is preserved, it may be
seen that the face of the coin affords room for 20 letters. On the coins
of the second variety, the letters are formed large and square, taking
up much more space, so that the surface of the coin, to judge from what
remains of the legend, cannot have admitted more than 13 letters.
The same is the case with the coins of the first variety, where the
letters are formed small and square, but are set wider apart from one
another than on the coins of the third variety. On the two coins of
the latter variety, the legend reads as follows :

No.l xXxxx %X X XX XX XX ta(sa) Gugra(da)max
No. 2 maharajasa ra(jati) x (jasa) (ma) x x (sa) Gugramadasa.
(PL 1, 16).
The same long legend, as already observed, occurs on the large
coins, with a slightly different form of the name, viz., Gugramayasa.
It reads as follows :—
(PLT,6).
No. 1, (ma)haragasa (ra)x x X x X X x X X (Gugramayasa)
No. 3, (mahkara) x X X X X X X X X XXX (Gu)grax Xsa.
The bracketed letters are distinguishable;! the others are perfectly
clear. The whole of the visible letters (eleven) occupy slightly more
than one-half of the circle; hence the total inscription must have
comprised about 20 letters.
Accordingly the complete legends, probably, stood as follows :
(1) longer legend : Maharajasa Rajatiragasa Mahatasa Gugramayasa
(or Gugramadasa or Gugradamasa),
(2) shorter legend: Maharaj-uthabiraja-Gugramadasa (or Qugrad-
masa or Gugramodasa or Qugratidasa). With variants yuthabi and
Juthubi.

1 Some of these bracketed letters do not show sufficiently on the photographs
though they are quite distinguishable on the original coin,
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The letters which I read juthabs or yuthabi (or juthubi) are puzzl-
ing, Their forms, as seen on some of the coins, are clear enough and
are shown in the subjoined Woodcut No. 4. Thus (a) is seen on

No %

wir FX fx %\r KA $YL

Var. II, No. 11, (b) on Var. II, No. 12, (¢) on Var. II, No. 4, (d) on
Var.1, No. 1, (¢) on Var. I, No. 4, and (f) on Var. I, No. 8. Of these
(a) signifies juthabi, (b, ¢, d) siguify jutha, (¢) signifies yutha, and (f)
signifies juthu. The form of the syllable bi never varies. In (a) and
(f) the vowel u is formed in an unusual way, but similar